
Six Common
Pronunciation 

Errors



Vowel sounds!
1.Short “i”

live: “I live in Italy.”  (not leave)

sit “I sit next to my teddy bear.” (not seat)

hit “I hit the ball.” (not heat)

fit “This top does not fit me, it’s too big.” (not feet)



I live to hit the ball 
because I am fit.



Vowel sounds!
2. Short and Long (Fairy E)

hat (I wear a hat) hate (I hate broccoli)           hop (I can hop) hope (There is hope)

pet (This is my pet dog) Pete (His name is Pete) 

fin (The fish has a fin) fine (I’m fine.)      cub (The baby lion is a cub) cube (This is a cube shape)



I hate to wear a hat.
The fin on the fish is fine.
The pet’s name is Pete.

I hope to be able to hop home.
The cub gets into the cube.



3. th
-th - this, the
-th - three, thin

Put your tongue between your teeth. Put your 
finger in front of your mouth. Tongue must be out.
Otherwise: they – day, thick – sick.



Thanksgiving takes place 
on the fourth Thursday in 

November. I think 
November has thirty days. 



4. v/w
v

Put your teeth over your bottom 
lip. “Vuh”

w
Make like you’re going to kiss 
“Wah” 

veil whale

vest West

viper wiper



Seven vipers were found 
out West. The whale wore 

a veil and a vest. The 
windscreen wipers were 
wiping in the volatile 

weather.



5. Silent consonants
b
bomb
climb

comb
lamb

t
Butcher
castle

h
ghost
honest
school
what

when
where

k
knee
knife

w
sword
two
wrist

l
almond
calm
half

g
foreign

p
psychology
cupboard
receipt

c
scent
scissors
science

d
Wednesday



On Wednesday, the honest  
butcher couldn’t find his 
knife so he took a pair of 

scissors from the cupboard 
to cut the meat in half.



6. -ed
/ɪd/
After d or t

needed
started 
wanted
Flooded
chatted

/d/
Voiced

Grabbed
Killed
Listened
Begged
played
Studied
tidied

/t/
Voiceless

washed
liked
Stopped
Laughed 
Watched
Missed
Searched
helped

A voiceless sound is one that does not cause your vocal 
cords to vibrate when you speak. You can tell the difference 
by putting your hand on your throat when you speak.

/f/ /k/ /p/ /s/ 
/t/ /sh/ /ch

/b/ /g/ /v/ /z/ /m/ 
/n/ /l/ /th/ /r/.



Yesterday I got dressed, 
studied, played with 
friends, watched TV, 

listened to music, chatted
online, tidied my room 

and helped mum. 


